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Census release #7b – Labour and commuting

320,175 people comprise 
Halton’s labour force in 2021 
(aged 15 years and over).

158,605 Halton residents over 
the age of 15 were not part of the 
Halton labour force in 2021.

Halton labour force in 20211

Unemployed
35,475

Employed
 284,705

Halton labour force by municipality in 20211

Halton 
Hills

36,155
(11%)

Burlington
100,160

(31%)

Oakville
113,195

(36%)

Milton
70,675
(22%)

Percent of the employed labour force (aged 15 years and over) 
that worked at home2, 2011 to 2021 

Year Burlington Halton Hills Milton Oakville Halton GTHA Ontario

2011 7% 8% 7% 9% 8% 7% 7%

2016 9% 8% 8% 11% 9% 7% 7%

2021 37% 30% 37% 45% 39% 33% 30%

Percentage 
Point change 

(2011-2021)

+30pp +22pp +30pp +36pp +31pp +26pp +23pp

Halton labour force by job 
permanency in 2021

Permanent
72%

Temporary
12%

Self-
employed

16%

During the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2021, 39% of Halton’s labour force, 
or 110,750 Halton residents, 
worked from home2 (WFH), over 
5x the 2011 level. 

20,650  
WFH 

in 2011

110,750 
WFH 

in 2021

Halton labour force by industry sector in 2021
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17,215

18,920
24,640

25,890
26,465

31,090
35,745

39,395

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Utilities
Management of companies and enterprises

Arts, entertainment and recreation
Real estate and rental and leasing

Information and cultural industries
Other services (except public administration)

Administrative/support and waste management services
Public administration

Accommodation and food services
Transportation and warehousing

Wholesale trade
Construction

Educational services
Finance and insurance

Manufacturing
Health care and social assistance

Retail trade
Professional, scientific and technical services

39,395 
 Halton residents, or 13% of 

Halton's labour force, worked 
in professional, scientific and 

technical services in 2021. 

26,465 
 Halton residents, or 8% of 

Halton's labour force, worked in 
the manufacturing sector.



Census release #7b – Labour and commuting (cont.)

While professional, scientific and technical services was the leading industry sector among Halton males, 
 health care and social assistance was the top sector among women, accounting for 16% of the female labour force. 

Leading industry sector among Halton's males in 2021

Manufacturing

Retail trade

Professional, scientific and technical services

17,700

18,165

22,965

Leading industry sector among Halton's females in 2021

Retail trade 18,040

18,085

24,695

Educational services

Health care and social assistance

Occupations held by Halton's labour force by gender in 2021

 20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000
Natural resources and agriculture

Legislative and management
Manufacturing and utilities
Art, culture and recreation

Health
Education, law, social and government

Natural and applied sciences
Trades, transport and equipment operators

Business, finance and administration
Sales and service

Males (left) Females (right)

Place of work of Halton labour force in 2021

Work outside Ontario
355
 0%

Work outside Halton
60,355
 21%

Work outside Canada 
1,350

1%

Work at home in Halton2

110,750
39%

Work within Halton
86,095

30%

No fixed workplace3 
25,820

9%

Over 86,000 (30%) 
residents of Halton (aged 15 
years and over) that worked 
outside of their home at a 

usual place of work, commute 
within Halton. 

Over 60,300 (21%) 
residents of Halton commute 

to another municipality 
outside of Halton.
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Place of work of Local Municipal labour force across Halton in 2016 and 2021

46,845

32,560
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9,940
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8,160
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4,305
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Work within Halton Bars left to right: Work outside Halton (including out of province or country)
Work at home2 in Local Municipality No fixed workplace3

Halton labour force commuting by private vehicle

2021
2016

153,240
217,420

Halton labour force commuting by public transit

8,045
27,940

2021
2016

During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021, 153,240 Halton 
residents commuted by private car, truck or van to work. 

This represents 64,180 fewer vehicle-based commuters 
than in 2016, a decrease of 42%.

In 2021, 8,045 Halton residents commuted public transit 
to work. This represents 19,895 fewer public transit-based 
commuters than in 2016, a decrease of 247% largely attributable 
to workers staying home due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Time leaving for work of Halton's labour force (aged 15 years and over with a usual place of work) in 2021

Between
 5 a.m. 

and
 5:59 a.m.

7%

Between
 12 p.m. 

and
 4:59 a.m.

14%

Between
 6 a.m. 

and
 6:59 a.m.

15%

Between
 9 a.m. 

and
 11:59 a.m.

16%

Between
 8 a.m. 

and
 8:59 a.m.

24%

Between
 7 a.m. 

and
 7:59 a.m.

25%

Information presented in this infographic is based on the Statistics Canada 2021 Census and previous Census years. Statistics Canada conducts a 
national Census of Population every five years. Statistics Canada will be releasing Census findings throughout 2022 in a series of seven data releases.
Notes: (1) Figures may not total due to rounding. (2) Work from home refers to persons whose job is located in the same building as their place 
of residence, persons who live and work on the same farm and teleworkers who spend most of their work week working at home. (3) No fixed 
workplace refers to persons who do not go to the same workplace location at the beginning of each shift.
Source: Statistics Canada. Census Profile, 2021 Census of Population.
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https://www.halton.ca/
https://twitter.com/haltonbusiness
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonBusiness/
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