
your naturally green calendar this calendar is a guide to the best times to perform lawn 
maintenance activities. The times shown are specific to  
the geographic location of Halton region. 

 January February March april May  June July august September october november december

Mow                  Remove only a third of the blade at each mowing.
 

Water                                  Water deeply and infrequently to promote deep roots.
 

overseed                                                                  Ask your garden centre to recommend a suitable mix.
 

Fertilize                             October to early November, third late spring.
 

check for grubs                                        early September through November.
 

check for chinch bugs         Mid-July to mid-August.
 

check for sod webworm    Sod webworms are caterpillars that feed in the thatch on home lawns. Check in September.
 

control dandelions                                    Most effective to remove dandelions in October.
  

Check for European cranefly        leatherjackets, feed in October through early winter.
  

dethatch and aerate       Spring or fall during good growth.
 

Pesticides can put children, adults, and even 
pets at risk. They can be exposed while 
pesticides are being sprayed or applied, and/or 
after they have entered the environment. 
Pesticides can enter the body by swallowing, 
breathing, and being 
absorbed through the skin. 

Children are at greater risk than adults 
because of their small size and under-
developed immune systems. Areas 
closest to the ground are often where 
higher levels of pesticides are generally 
found. This puts children at further risk 
because they tend to play on the grass 
and ground, putting fingers, objects, 
or even soil into their mouths.  

• headaches • nausea
• dizziness       • stomach cramps
• tiredness       • skin and eye irritation

Symptoms of accidental over-exposure to 
pesticides may include:

If you suspect pesticide poisoning, contact your 
doctor or the poison control centre immediately 
at 1-800-268-9017. 

Dandelions
Like many weeds, dandelions 
grow in bare patches and poor 
soil. Get rid of dandelions 
naturally by digging out the 
entire root to a depth of at 
least 7-10 cm (4 inches).

When it rains, pesticides can be carried 
by runoff into our creeks, rivers, the 
waterfront and Lake Ontario. Some 
pesticides can also kill beneficial soil 
bacteria, earthworms, snails, frogs, 
birds, fish, honeybees, and other 
similar species.

•  Control soil erosion
•  Preserve quality of surface and ground water
•  Provide clean air to breathe
•  Reduce dust and pollen problems
•  Purify polluted air by reducing carbon dioxide 
   and replenishing oxygen
•  Reduce noise pollution
•  Cool the air and act as a natural air   
   conditioner
•  Increase the market value of your property
•  Reduce the stress of urban life

Know your helpers and what they do:
Chinch Bugs
Chinch bugs like to eat grass.
Grass infested with chinch 
bugs turns yellow and patches 
die off. Dry, sunny days and 
lots of thatch attract chinch 
bugs. Reduce chinch bug 
infestation naturally by: 
treating thatch by aerating and top-dressing with 
compost, watering properly, and mowing high.

Grubs
Grubs can cause your grass to 
wilt and turn brown. Dig up a 
small section of grass. If you can 
see them, you have them. Control 
of grubs can also be successful 
by using nematodes (available at 
your garden centre).

Crabgrass
Crabgrass is considered a weed, 
spread by seed and grows in poor 
soil and bare patches. Get rid of 
crabgrass naturally by hand 
picking it before it goes to seed.

Pesticides are chemical or biological substances 
used to destroy or control insects, weeds, plant 
diseases, and other pests. Pesticides are sold 
most commonly as liquid, granular, dusts, or 
baits. They can include:

Herbicides - lawn and garden products, such    
as weed and grass killers (Weed & Feed)
Insecticides - chinch bug and grub control 
products, termite control products
Fungicides - disease control products (rose   
dust), swimming pool chemicals (chlorine), 
wood preservatives (Copper Chromium Arsenic) 
Other pesticides - flea and tick sprays, some 
kitchen, laundry, and bath sanitizers

A healthy lawn can

Nature provides its own form of pest control. 

The effects of pesticide exposure over the 
long-term has been the subject of much study.  
Although the research only suggests an 
association between pesticide exposure and 
adverse health effects in the general 
population, it clearly indicates the need to be 
concerned with the use of pesticides and avoid 
unnecessary exposures for vulnerable groups, 
such as pregnant/nursing women, infants, 
young children, and seniors.
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cutworms, aphids, flies Caring for flowers & shrubs

Use pest-resistant plants. 
Top-dress with 2-3 cm (1 inch) of

   compost to reduce weeds and benefit 
   plant health. 

Use insecticidal soaps and horticultural 
   oils directly on insects.
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As needed during growing season. 

During summer months if rainfall is inadequate.

First mid-August to mid-September, second late

Watch for damage mid-May to mid-June. Larvae, known as

Late spring or mid-August to mid-October.

Mid-March through May and


